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Rationale 
The use of constructive feedback is considered one of the most important factors in children making good progress. At Wendover CE Junior 
School we celebrate achievement and use verbal and written feedback to indicate to learners what their next steps are in their journey.  It is 
important that children receive high quality feedback throughout their time at Wendover and that pupils engage in a learning dialogue. 
 
Aims 
This policy sets out our expectations for giving feedback across the curriculum and is provided so that practice is effective and consistent across 
the school. It takes account of the needs of all learners and teachers. 
 
1  General Principles 
1.1 Feedback should be regular and as immediate as possible, but should also be manageable for the teaching team and accessible to the 

children. 
1.2 Comments should be personal and relate to the learning objective, the ‘Steps to Success’ and / or success criteria.  Comments will be 

positive and instructive, eg ‘Give me an example of…’ not ‘Can you think of…’ 
1.3 Feedback should be specific so that gaps in knowledge are closed, and wherever possible examples showing how to improve are given. 
1.4 Achievement should be praised and rewards given as per the behaviour policy. 
1.5 Feedback is crucial to driving progress and should include verbal comments, self and peer assessment, the use of mini-plenaries and 

quality marking (written comments). 
 
2 Feedback in Practice 
2.1 Verbal feedback may be given during the lesson and ‘VF’ should be marked in the book to indicate that feedback was given at a particular 

point (it should then be evident that learning has developed as a result of the feedback).Teachers will make written comments in green pen 
and pupils will use a red pen to respond to the feedback. 

2.2 Self and peer assessment should be regular and can be against the Steps 2 Success, the learning objective or the curriculum objective 
(taken from the criteria that denote what is expected by the end of each year). This may be supported by the use of tick charts / tables to 
guide the learner’s evaluation. 

2.3 Mini-plenaries should be used for small groups and / or classes within lessons to: celebrate achievement against the learning objective; to 
give feedback and to re-shape learning / tasks; to refine the steps to success.  Final plenaries may be used to celebrate success using 
examples of work. 

2.4 Teachers and adults should aim to work with as many pupils as possible during each lesson in order that misconceptions are addressed 
and learners are given higher levels of challenge and support at the earliest opportunity. 

2.5 Distance marking should refer to achievement against the learning objective and give the next step in learning (best practice would also 
include a brief model / example to illustrate what is required), or a question to deepen understanding. 

2.6 Up to three spelling errors may be highlighted using ‘Sp’ in the margin with the incorrectly spelled word underlined.  Pupils should write out 
the correct spelling three times as part of their red-pen responses. 

2.7 Comments regarding presentation should detail what is required and be appropriate for the child (see presentation policy for further details 
regarding expectations). 

2.8 Pupils must be given appropriate time to respond to comments: different approaches may be used such as discussing the comments with a 
learning partner or within table groups, or for groups of children with similar next steps in learning to share their thinking. 

2.9 Pupils will respond to written comments in red-pen: responses should be developed and beyond simple acknowledgement. 
 
3 Marking by Additional Adults 
3.1 Additional adults should record comments in books to show where they have intervened / supported within the lesson 
3.2 It is not expected that Additional Adults will distance mark.  

 

4 Managing Marking & Feedback 
4.1 It is recognised that quality distance marking takes time and that time is also required to plan future learning based on information gathered 

during the previous lesson.  Therefore, thought should be given as to how feedback is given to pupils / groups of pupils in order to best 
drive progress.  Feedback should be given throughout the lesson and not just left until the end; ideally, time should be given for pupils to 
act on feedback before the final plenary. 

4.2 It is not expected that every piece of written work will be quality marked.  
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Appendix A 
 
Exemplar comments taken from Shirley Clarke 
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Appendix B 
 
Feedback –WIGL (What Is Good Learning – Bucks Learning Trust) 
 

 
 


